On Publishing SoTL Articles Trent W. Maurer Georgia Southern University Statesboro, Georgia, USA tmaurer@georgiasouthern.edu With its most recent acceptance rate of 11%, IJ-SoTL represents one of the most difficult places to get a manuscript published. These three tips can help move you closer to that 11%:
Follow the directions. It seems simple, but a shockingly high number of submitted manuscripts do not conform to the specifications listed for submissions on the journal's web page. Formatting instructions are provided so that reviewers have a constant template from which to evaluate a manuscript. Every minute we spend attending to a formatting detail that is incorrect or looking for a piece of information that isn't where it's supposed to be is a minute we don't get to spend critically reviewing the substance of the manuscript or making suggestions for how to make it stronger.
Most reviewers when they read a manuscript riddled with such errors assume one of three things:
a. the authors knew about the formatting requirements but were too lazy to follow the directions; b. the authors knew about the formatting requirements but were extremely careless; c. the authors didn't know about the formatting requirements because they didn't bother to look them up before submitting.
None of these things will lead to a favorable review. It is disrespectful to a reviewer's time to submit a piece that is not properly formatted and the best part is that this is a problem that is relatively easy to fix! These three simple tips can make a world of difference in the quality of the manuscript you submit and ultimately in your chances of success in getting the piece published in IJ-SoTL.
